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The Princess, under this shock, had the astonishing
courage and fortitude to keep her engagement that
very day to dine in town at Lady Carnarvon's, where I
was one of the company, and she told me this story in
the middle of the circle, though not overheard. Lady
Sheffield and Lady Carnarvon knew it, but nobody else.
She had appointed a great dinner at Blackheath for the
French Princes, on Sunday 'yesterday)* This dinner
took place also, and I was of the party. Windham and
I went together. He had heard, though the whole
proceeding is extremely secret, that nothing material
had come out. Some indiscretions, but nothing serious.
There is reason to believe Sir John and Lady Douglas
are at the bottom of this attack upon the Princess, Sir
John Douglas had obtained a house in Greenwich Park,
which the Princess took, or wanted to take, from them,
to give, I think, to Miss Cholmondeley, when the Princess
was made Eanger. Sir John was furious, and sent her,
I hear, a threatening letter at the time. This is fortu-
nate, and may give an odious turn to the enquiry and
a favourable one to her. Yesterday she again contrive'd
to give me and Windham these particulars. She im-
putes the whole to Sir John Douglas and his Lady, arid
acquits the Prince and Mrs. Fitzherbert. She says there
is no sort of question which was not asked of her ser-
vants, but as there is no truth in the charge, they had
nothing to tell. She seemed more composed than the
day before. However, I do not suppose the matter will
rest here, and the enquiry will probably proceed. What
is most xmpleasant in the transaction is, that one can